
Skip to Main Content	
	ResourcesLife, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness
BRI’s Comprehensive US History digital textbook

Documents of Freedom
BRI’s primary-source civics and government resource

Heroes & Villains
BRI’s character education narrative-based resource


BRI Curricula
	Being an American
	Plainest Demands of Justice
	Presidents and the Constitution
	Supreme Court DBQs
	Votes for Women
	Full Library...


Curriculum Components
	Current Events
	Essays
	Lessons
	Primary Sources
	Videos



Educator Opportunities
	Educator eLearning
	Programs & Events
	Teacher Council


Student Opportunities
	My Impact Challenge
	Student Fellowship
	Think the Vote


BRI News
	Official BRI Blog





Close menu

	Events
	Support BRIInvest In Our Future
The most effective way to secure a freer America with more opportunity for all is through engaging, educating, and empowering our youth. And the most effective way to achieve that is through investing in the Bill of Rights Institute. We support teachers and students by providing valuable resources, tools, and experiences that promote civic engagement. You can be a part of this exciting work by making a donation to the Bill of Rights Institute today!



Support now
Make your investment into the leaders of tomorrow through the Bill of Rights Institute today!
Make a Donation


Ways to partner with BRI
Learn more about the different ways you can partner with the Bill of Rights Institute.
Learn More




Close menu

	About BRI
About BRI
The Bill of Rights Institute teaches civics. We equip students and teachers to live the ideals of a free and just society.
Learn More



Board and StaffFAQsStatement of Academic IntegrityJoin Our TeamRequest Professional DevelopmentFinancials and TransparencyPress InformationContact Us


Close menu


Open search bar

0







	Curriculum:Supreme Court Document-Based Questions





	Unit:Exploring Civil and Economic Freedom




Citizens United v. F.E.C. (2010)
Case background and 
Show more

Download Lesson PlanSave to My LibraryShare



Assess whether the Supreme Court ruled correctly in Citizens United v. F.E.C., 2010, in light of constitutional principles including republican government, freedom of speech, and property rights.


Students will:

	Understand the Founders’ reasons for affording political speech the greatest protection.
	Apply principles of republican government and freedom of speech to evaluate the decision in Citizens United v. F.E.C. (2010).










MaterialsHandouts

	Handout A: Agree or Disagree
	Handout B: Citizens United v. F.E.C. (2010) Background Essay
	Handout C: Citizens United v. F.E.C. (2010)


Documents:

	Federalist #10 by James Madison (1787)
	Thomas Jefferson to Edward Carrington (1787)
	The First Amendment (1791)
	Dartmouth College v. Woodward (1819)
	“The Bosses of the Senate,” Joseph Keppler (1889)
	New Nationalism Speech, Theodore Roosevelt (1910)
	Buckley v. Valeo (1976)
	Citizens United Mission Statement (1988)
	McConnell v. F.E.C. (2003)
	Citizens United v. F.E.C. (2010), Majority Opinion
	Citizens United v. F.E.C. (2010), Dissenting Opinion
	Citizens United v. F.E.C. (2010), Concurring Opinion
	“Another Dam Breaks,” Matt Wuerker (2010)






ActivitiesDuring his 2010 State of the Union address, President Barack Obama did something very few presidents have done: he openly challenged a Supreme Court ruling in front of both chambers of Congress and members of the Supreme Court of the United States. That ruling, Citizens United v. F.E.C. (2010), and the President’s commentary on it, reignited passions on both sides of a century-long debate: to what extent does the First Amendment protect the variety of ways Americans associate with one another and the diverse ways we “speak,” “assemble,” and participate in American political life? It is this speech — political speech — that the Founders knew was inseparable from the very concept of self-government.

This Homework Help video asks students to consider what the relationship between money and politics should be.




	Founding Principle	Freedom of Speech, Limited Government, Property Rights, Representative / Republican Government
	Period Era	2010s
	Topic	Court Cases, Supreme Court



Student Handouts










Exploring Civil and Economic Freedom Essay – Citizens United v. F.E.C. (2010)



Handout A: Agree or Disagree?



Handout B: Background Essay – Citizens United v. F.E.C. (2010)



Handout C: Citizens United v. F.E.C. (2010) – Timeline of Campaign Finance Reform Initiatives



Documents to Examine (A-M) – Citizens United v. F.E.C. (2010)
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